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1 . NOW THAT US/MEXICO FISHERIES AGREEEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED, 
IT REMAINS TO BEGIN IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENT AND MAKE 
IT WORK. IT IS CRITICAL THAT THIS BE ACCOMPLISHED AS 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND WITHOUT INCIDENT. NATIONAL MARINE 
FISERIES SERVICE OF DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE IS CONTACTING 
U.S. FISHERMEN WHO MAY WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN MEXICAN 
FISHERY UNDER TERMS OF AGREEMENT, EXPLAINING FEES, PRO- 
CEDURES AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS WHICH ARE SPELLED OUT IN 
AGREEMENT. MANY U.S. FISHERMEN HAVE EXPRESSED INTEREST, 
AND ARE ANXIOUS TO BEGIN FISHING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. IT COULD TAKE CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF TIME BEFORE 
PROCEDURES ARE FINALLY COMPLETED AND ALL U.S. VESSELS 
(WHICH COULD TOATL 600-700 OR MORE) HAVE GOM PERMITS ON 
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UARY 1 AND FISHERMEN WILL BE PRESSING VERY HARD TO BEGIN 
FISHING. DEPT. IS CONCERNED THAT U.S. FISHERMEN MAY LOSE 
SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF SEASON OR THAT POSSIBLE SEIZURE 
INCIDENT COULD OCCUR UNLESS SOME UNDERSTANDING IS 
ACHIEVED WITH GOM. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO APPROACH UNDER 

SECRETARY CASTENADA, IF HE IS STILL APPROPRIATE INDIVID- 
UAL OR HIS REPLACEMENT IF NOT, TO ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE 
SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING. EMBASSY SHOULD PROPOSE, NOTING 
POINTS ABOVE. THAT BECAUSE OF CRITICAL TIMING PROBLEM USG 
AND GOM ATTEMPT TO SHORT-CIRCUIT PROCEDURES TO ALLOW U.S. 
FISHERMEN TO BEGIN FISHING IN EARLY JANUARY. BY JANUARY 1 
USG WILL HAVE LIST OF AUTHORIZED VESSELS FOR WHICH 
APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND LICENSE MONEY HAS BEEN 
COLLECTED. THIS LIST WOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO GOM THROUGH 
EMBASSY AND FONOFF COULD MAKE IT AVAILABLE TO GOM NAVY SO 
THAT AUTHORIZED VESSELS COULD BE IDENTIFIED EVEN THOUGH 
GOM PERMITS WOULD NOT BE ON BOARD. FOR OUR PART, U.S. 

COULD ASSURE MEXICO THAT SUCH VESSELS WOULD HAVE IN THEIR 
POSSESSION (A) LETTER FROM U.S. NATIONAL MARINE FISH- 
ERIES SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGING APPLICATION AND PAYMENT OF 
MONEY, (B) LOGBOOK FOR APPROPRIATE VESSELS TO RECORD DAILY 
CATCHES SO THAT THIS INFO CAN BE PASSED TO GOM PUR- 
SUANT TO AGREEMENT, (C) INSTRUCTIONS FOR SHRIMP AND 
SNAPPER-GROUPER FISHERMEN ON PROHIBITED ACTS WHILE FISHING 
IN MEXICAN ZONE. USG IS PREPARED TO TAKE NECESSARY STEPS 
TO PROVIDE AUTHORIZED FISHERMEN WITH THESE DOCUMENTS BY 
JANUARY 1. PLEASE INDICATE TO GOM IMPORTANCE OF ACHIEVING 
SOME UNDERSTANDING TO ALLOW EARLY U.S. FISHING ON A 
TEMPORARY BASIS, AS FAILURE TO DO SO WOULD BE AN INAUSPI- 
CIOUS BEGINNING FOR WORKING OF AGREEMENT, WHICH IS ALREADY 
CONTROVERSIAL ENOUGH AMONG SOME U.S. FISHERMEN AND THEIR 
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES. 

3. PARAGRAPH 7 REFTEL INDICATED THAT CHECKS BY TUNA 
VESSEL OWNERS ARE BEING MADE OUT TO "TERSORERIA DE LA 
FEDERACION" OR "TREASURY OF THE FEDERATION" IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH EARLIER GOM INDICATIONS. SHRIMPBOAT OWNERS 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN SAME INSTRUCTIONS. PLEASE CONFIRM 
WITH GOM THAT THIS IS CORRECT, IF NOT, WE HAVE SERIOUS 
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